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E D I T O R I A L

CHAMPIONING ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES 
IN THE AGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

SUSTAINABLE living has become a byword of the new millennium 
as our planet grapples with freakish weather, an ever worsening 
water crisis and environmental pollution that has transformed 

global warming into an impending existential catastrophe. 

As an environmentally-conscious social and recreational fraternity, 
the Royal Klang Club (RKC) and its esteemed members have long 
espoused the green cause in their endeavours.  In that respect we should 
regard ourselves as being Earth-centric, in that we have a moral duty to 
leave the planet as good or better than we have found it. 

Thanks to the visionary leadership of its president, Dato' Ang Ben Kiong, 
RKC has been in the vanguard of transforming our premier Club into a more 
sustainable and ecologically-friendly Club. Hence our theme for this edition of 
the annual RKC magazine, "Going Green the RKC Way", to highlight the many 
green initiatives the Club, staff and members have undertaken.

Dato' Ang has always placed much emphasis on not just making the Club 
a conducive and pleasant environment for members and guests but an oasis of 
peace, calm and tranquillity amidst greenery and lush vegetation befitting its 
royal status as Klang’s premier social and recreational Club.

In this edition we focus on the luscious greenery and beautiful landscaping 
surrounding the Club that features many varieties of flora, as well as scenic 
features like a man-made waterfall in The Deck area leading to the Sports 
Tavern  to show our appreciation for all things green. Suffice to say, many were 
the RKC president’s very own idea and inspiration.

In line with the Klang district’s target of being a low carbon city by 2027, the 
RKC management has embarked on ensuring greater energy saving and reduced 
emissions by replacing all lights in the Club’s facilities  to LED lighting, as well as 
creating awareness  on saving  electricity and water consumption. Not to mention 
going electronic with communication and doing away with paper billings.

Perhaps solar power panels on the Club’s roofs would be a logical step 
in the right direction next. Our members too can help play their part in 
championing the Club’s ecological cause when they use its many facilities by 
simply switching off lights when the venues or facilities are not in use.

This theme of championing the preservation of our environment 
is also the focus of an article in this edition by budding young writer 
Ahalya Magendra, while her sibling Akhilesh Magendra has contributed 
an article on the problem of bullying in schools. We welcome more such 
articles from our younger members to promote reading and writing as 
exemplary pursuits in this pervasive digital age.

In a blast from the past, RKC had the privilege of welcoming a former 
member, Scotsman Mike Cartledge, from the Colonial era when RKC was a 
powerhouse in rugby. He and his daughter Louise visited the Club in March 
and reminisced over the good old days at Cartledge’s favourite Club. He shares 
his recollections of the Club in this issue.

All these and more of the Club’s many activities and happenings over 
the year are featured in this edition of the RKC Magazine which we hope 
members will find an enlightening read.

In that spirit and on that note, happy clubbing to all RKC members.

Mr. S. Jayakrishnan
Editor, RKC Magazine
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Exclusive 
Interview and 
Q & A session 
with the new 
President of the 
Royal Klang Club

D
ATO' Ang Ben Kiong, in 
his third term as president 
of the Royal Klang Club, 
took some time off from 

his busy schedule for an interview 
with our editor, Mr S. Jayakrishnan, 
to provide an insight into the many 
challenges that come with the post, 
the hurdles and goals as well as his 
aspirations and vision for Klang's 
premier sports and social Club.

It is the first thing that catches your eye as 
you walk into the President's small but cosy 
room and creates the instant impression that 
whoever occupies the "hot seat" has much 
to live up to in maintaining the ideals, high 
standards and expectations of managing a 

premier Club with royal status not to mention 
an institution and landmark with a history 
that goes back to well over a hundred years.

It is the side of his office wall filled with 
photos of past RKC presidents who served 
the Club with pride and distinction over the 
years. Those are all ”big shoes” that Dato’ Ang 
must now fill and, as many will attest, he has 
admirably done so.

Dato' Ang, sporting beige coloured jeans 
and collared T-shirt, exchanged pleasantries 
before he casually put on a jacket and coaxed 
me to take a seat as we got down to sharing 
thoughts on what makes RKC tick at a time 
when other social and recreational Clubs 
throughout the country are struggling to cope 
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“It was no easy task but with the GC's 
support and the backing of the members 

we have weathered the storm and now 
even have a tidy bank balance."

with rising costs, declining membership and a 
host of other challenges and issues.

"The Royal Klang Club is a distinguished 
Club with a long and proud history that goes 
back to the colonial times and occasionally it 
is something that many of our members take 
for granted but one distinction I am always 
reminded of.

“I’m always conscious of how prestigious 
and historical this Club is, more so when I 
am reminded of those who helmed the Royal 
Klang Club in the past.

"These past presidents of the Club, some of 
whom are still around, are testimony of the 
many struggles and challenges that the Royal 
Klang Club has faced over the years," Dato' 
Ang says as he points to the photos of a dozen 
or so previous Club presidents who helmed 
the Club through good times and bad.

And Dato' Ang has seen it all over the years 
particularly after he, following in the footsteps 
of his father, joined RKC as a member and 
became its president in 2014.

Looking back with just a slight tinge of 
nostalgia he shares his experiences and 
confides over the challenges he faced in trying 
to get a grip of the Club's then dire financial 
standing and recounts how in his first few 
months in the job he had sleepless nights. 

So much so he would drive up to the Club 
and surprise the security guards by turning 
up unannounced in the wee hours of the 
morning and even switch off lights that were 

switched on for no reason as he pondered 
ways to cut costs and attempted to put the 
Club back on a sound footing.

“I can tell you, Jaya, those early days when 
I first took up the post were very challenging 
for me and I even had nightmares wondering 
what I and my General Committee members 
could do to turn the Club around.

"From a deficit-riddled Club the General 
Committee and I have succeeded in trimming 
costs, managing the finances prudently, 
gaining extra revenue from additional slot 
machines and gradually succeeded in getting 
the Club back on its feet again. 

“It was no easy task but with the GC's 
support and the backing of the members we 
have weathered the storm and now even have 
a tidy bank balance."

Dato' Ang, who sleeps more soundly these 
days after seeing his many initial plans for 
RKC being realised, says he is aware that some 
of his detractors in the Club have nicknamed 
him "Mr Bulldozer" for his single-minded 
perseverance and determination in getting the 
job done... whatever it entails.

"Well it all comes with the post and I 
just get on with what I have to do. I have a 
vision for this Club and I plan to ensure that 
whoever takes over from me will have a Club 
that everyone can be proud of."

It's no flash in the pan either as any 
RKC member will tell you as Dato' Ang 
spearheaded efforts to give the Club the mojo 
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it appeared to lack with refurbishments to 
The Deck, a spanking new Admin Office, a 
well-lit and welcoming atmosphere in the 
main lobby and reception area and a library 
and reading room that's a welcome break 
for a spot of reading news or novels in air-
conditioned comfort.

The old bulbs and lights festooned all over 
the Club were replaced by energy-saving LED 
lights as well as coloured lights that provided 
the Club with a scintillating ambience and 
were not only attractive but spelt savings in 
power consumption over the years.

The president, who has an avid interest in 
landscaping, then went about improving the 
foyer and corridor areas with the addition of 
plants and foliage, a gurgling waterfall near 
the entrance to the Sports Tavern as well as 
the corridors and grounds of the sprawling 
clubhouse.

The transformation has been enthusiastically 
received by the members who supported the 
initiative by bringing in friends, colleagues and 
guests to patronise the Club's dining outlets 
and bars.

These revamps and renovations have even 
caught the eye of tourists who have come to 
appreciate the glow and allure of a "swanky 
new RKC".   

With its close proximity next to the palace 
grounds of Istana Alam Shah, the many 
developments at RKC under Dato’ Ang’s 

leadership has seen RKC bask in a new found 
glory as a swinging and hip place for seniors, 
families and the young at heart.

In the pipeline are plans for a hot and cold 
jacuzzi, mini waterfall and palm trees that 
had long since been planted to give a section 
of the Club the atmosphere of an oasis or a 
spa resort par excellence.

Dato’ Ang and his GC members have also 
supervised the extensive renovation of the 
kitchen that services the five outlets in the Club 
including The Lagoon and The Smugglers' Inn.  
There will be an open kitchen concept once 
renovations are completed with a Western 
Kitchen in the plans.

During the kitchen renovation, the 
contractors discovered that the old roof had 
to go due to rodent infestation, leaks, poor 
ventilation and damaged gutters. This entailed 
the construction of a new roof that will all 
ensure a more pleasurable dining experience 
for RKC's more discerning patrons.

Dato' Ang adds that all these renovations 
and refurbishments were done without 
requesting for any development fund.

Dato' Ang would like to see the construction 
of a multi-level car park complete with banquet 
hall and other amenities in the near future.  

There are also plans on the drawing board 
for at least six dormitory rooms located at the 
old admin office above the current reception 
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area to enable out-station affiliate members 
and guests to spend a night or two at RKC.

Dato' Ang is also proud of the Club’s 
illustrious sports legacy as many sportsmen, 
including former Olympian hockey stars, are 
among its famed membership ranks.

“We will continue to be a training ground 
for sports champions and, in that sense, I 
am particularly proud of the achievements 
of our young squash players who have 
shown immense potential as future national 
champions.”

He adds that swimming, cricket and 
hockey too are popular with the members 
and their families and the improved facilities 
at RKC have seen many hone their skills in 
their respective games.

Likewise for the various inter-Club 
competitions and games as well as the very 
vibrant hash chapter which has boosted 
solidarity with affiliated Clubs both 
nationally and internationally.

But there are challenges in the horizon 
for RKC and Dato’ Ang, being the astute 
visionary leader he is, wants members, 
particularly senior members, to walk up to 
the plate and realise that to ensure the Club's 
sustainability changes need to be made in 
terms of fees and subscriptions.

"We as members need to move with the 
times. There needs to be a paradigm shift in 
thinking and attitude by members to ensure 
the long-term sustainability of the Club.

"Our salaries and wages as well as 
operating expenditure have increased over 
the years. In terms of salaries alone for 
our admin and Club staff it has risen from 
RM596,385 in 2014 to RM937,314 this year.

"By 2025 salaries alone will account for 
RM1.32 million in expenditure and we have 
to plan now on how we can deal with such 
issues," he adds.

Financial sustainability and keeping the 
Club on an even keel will be challenges for 
the Club management, Dato' Ang added.

For now Dato' Ang is setting his sight 
on accomplishing all that he possibly can. 
He has persevered despite tremendous 
odds and, truth be told, has on occasions 
“did it my way” but the Club has definitely 
gained from his visionary albeit "bulldozing" 
leadership style.

No doubt RKC’s past presidents would 
concur that Dato' Ang is leading by example 
with his single-minded devotion to steering 
the iconic Club as it lives up to its royal 
patronage status.

  

           rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com
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ROYAL KLANG CLUB
A GARDEN CLUB

COME, COME TO THE GARDEN OF TRANQUILLITY
RELAX, REFRESH, HAVE A CUPPA TEA

WALK, EXPLORE, DISCOVER, WHAT DID YOU SEE?
GIFTS FROM MOTHER NATURE, SHOWERED UPON US IN GLEE.

Fig A. Pokok Serdang, (saribus rotundifolius)

T
HE Royal Klang Club (RKC) 
is fast transforming into a 
“garden Club”, replete with 
interesting flora and lush, 

evergreen landscaping, coupled 
with different flowering plants and 
green shrubs dotting the fringes of 
an idyllic clubhouse setting.

It is a welcome sight for clubbers who, after 
a stressful day at work and having to drive 
past congested roads and the concrete jungle 
elsewhere, can look forward to what for many 
is an oasis of tranquility that offers them a 
much needed break and even rejuvenate and 
chill out at RKC’s many facilities.

 As members drive past the main front gate 
leading to the Club, the presence of coconut 
trees reveal to us that we are entering a 
“resort-like Club”, after for one is not greeted 
by concrete walls but by trees and scattered 
palms. And like some sentinel, the red 
sealing wax palms greet you towards the left 
entrance to the RKC clubhouse.

Members and guests will pass by the fan 
palms on your left and be greeted by the 
cascading sounds of a gurgling stream, which 
is in fact a beautifully-landscaped waterfall, 
located near The Deck on one side and down 
a flight of steps to The Sports Tavern and the 
Club’s Reading Room.

Your heart rate slows down and your eyes 
are dazzled by the soft green hues of the foliage 
plants and you start to feel refreshed. You 

have entered a garden of joy! The waterfall 
and much of the idea and inspiration behind 
the RKC’s scenic garden landscape came from 
its president, Dato’ Ang Ben Kiong, who is a 
passionate enthusiast of all things green as he is 
an environmentalist who truly appreciates our 
country’s many botanic wonders.

“There’s a sense of peace as members and 
guests enter the Club which is now almost 
akin to a Royal Garden Club,” he says, perhaps 
only half in jest, as he extols the many efforts 
undertaken by the Club management in 
preserving, nurturing and transforming the 
Club and its surroundings into a popular 
rendezvous for all. Dato’ Ang’s eyes gleam with 
delight as he describes the soothing sounds of 
the water cascading down the waterfall.

“It’s the ideal spot for our members to 
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Fig B. Looking down the ‘waterfall’
Fig C. Leafy aroids at the bottom of the 

waterfall zone

engage in some meditation  and provides 
stress relief as they cool down and get 
recharged,” Dato’ Ang adds. At night, the 
area is transformed with soft colourful and 
dazzling lights that focus on the plants 
surrounding the waterfall. The natural 
beauty of exotic and indigenous plants no 
doubt enhances the harmonious relationship 
amongst members. The Club sits on a hilly 
slope which is a natural terrain that was once 
carved out of the rainforest that extensively 
engulfed the royal town.

RKC members should be grateful to the 
previous members of the Club who had the 
foresight and vision to encourage the planting 
of trees like the Mahogany (Skyfruit), 
Angsana, Saga, Yellow Flame, Golden Shower 
(Drumstick), Casuarina, Chinese Juniper, Fan 
Palms and other exotic if not popular species.

These trees tower over the vehicles parked 
at the Club’s parking bays and provide 
not just ample shade from the heat and 
humidity but are also a plentiful source of 
oxygen. These trees will long remain a part 
of our Club’s aesthetic appeal and identity. 
Dato’ Ang says there is constant planning 
of the landscape around the Club as proper 
maintenance and care is a vital prerequisite 
to keep the extensive grounds of RKC in its 
pristine state, more so since the Club has 
become a focal point for tourists from all over 
the world particularly during weekends.

“Four years ago, I took the initiative to 
plant five clumps of MacArthur’ Palms at 
a designated zone where the two proposed 
jacuzzis are currently being built,” says the 
RKC President. Dato’ Ang is constantly 
thinking of ways to improve and perfect the 
landscaping around the Club’s grounds for it 
represents a labour of love for the president, 
who takes delight in knowing his efforts are 
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appreciated and often praised not just by 
the members but even past presidents and 
former members of RKC who have migrated 
but who drop by the Club for a spot of 
nostalgia and to meet up with old buddies 
and long lost friends.

As a young lad, Dato’ Ang followed his 
father to visit plantations in and around 
Carey Island. He fast developed an affinity 
with Nature – with a childhood love affair 
for rivers, lakes, verdant vales and all kinds of 
flora and fauna. He assures members that the 
RKC Landscaping Committee will continue 
to improve the hardscape and softscape to 
enhance the natural ambience.  

Colours, fragrance, shapes of the crowns, 
branching habits, buds and fruits reflect the 
diversity and showcase the beauty and wonder 
of our forests. The diversity of the flora at RKC 
is such that you see a different picture when 
you position yourself in a different zone.

At the adults’ section of the Club’s swimming 
pool area, you can spot the African Tulip tree, 
Flame of the Forest and the Chinese Juniper. 

The children’s pool is near the Dwarf Coconut 
Palms and Red Ginger (Costus).

Take a stroll to the waterfall area (outside the 
RKC Admin Office) and you will see the Sword 
Fern and the Emerald Gem. Walk down the 
flight of steps and you will be rewarded with the 
sight of the Ixora and Squirrel’s Tail plants below 
the popular Mahogany tree.

Behind the tennis court grounds and at the 
far end of the RKC boundary, you will be able 
to spot the Malaysian Cherry Blossom trees. 
If you go closer, you may well find a Bird’s 
Nest Fern on the tree. Do you know where 
to find the banana, mango, fire cracker plant 
and Jacaranda tree? And there’s Moses in the 
Cradle, Squirrel’s Tail and Lobster’s Claws too. 
By the border of our Club, you will come across 
the Norfolk Island Pine and Casuarina (Rhu).

By discovering the beauty and uses of each 
plant, you enter a new dimension in the 
floristic and herbal world. 

Fig E.  Musical note plant
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Fig  F. Wrightia’s flowers bring delight

A Garden Club?

Officially, the Club is the Royal Klang Club 
but the landscape shows that RKC is a garden 
Club in the sense that it is surrounded and 
decorated by a cornucopia of tall, shady trees, 
soft plants, flowering herbs, ferns, climbing 
plants and many different types of palms.

Indeed RKC has one great asset that we 
often take for granted: its landscape that 
adds to the quiet repose and beauty of its 
surroundings. Do you know that we have 
some of the most popular trees, palms, shrubs 
and herbs? We also have some of the most 
beautiful flowers in the tropics in our midst? 

As you drive along Jalan Istana, you can 
see the African Tulip tree, Saga tree and 
the Flame of the Forest just outside the 
RKC entrance. Just before you enter the 
front entrance of the Club, your eyes will 
be mesmerised by the sight of the exquisite 
Round-leaf Fountain Palm on your left. It is 
the saribus rotundifolius, commonly known 
as Pokok Serdang (Fig A).

As you enter the first car park area, you will 
see coconut palms on your right and as you 
enter the side entrance, two clumps of Red 

Sealing Wax Palms greet you. Walk along the 
corridor and the leaves of the Fan Palms will 
wave to you during windy days.

As your ears perk up to the sound of 
gushing water, you turn left and walk down a 
flight of steps and the sound of water gushing 
down a channel brings Nature’s heartbeat 
to us. We are in front of a mini forest water 
channel. You will see the Bird’s Nest Fern (Fig 
B), the aroids (Fig C and D) and the green 
heart-shaped leaves of the Emerald Gem.

There are many herbs, ferns, shrubs and trees 
including the Musical note plant (Fig E) which 
is outside the Sports Tavern and below is the 
Mahogany tree. Or you may find the creamy 
white flowers of Wrightia and MacArthur’s 
palms by the new jacuzzi area (Fig F).

Welcome then to Royal Klang Club’s not so 
secret garden and await to see and sense the 
botanical surprises and wonders of a lifetime.

   rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com

R O Y A L  K L A N G  C L U B 15

BY: DR LEE SOON ANN



J
ACOB Mathews, a regional 
director with a United States-
based company involved in 
the distribution of medical 

devices, joined the Royal Klang 
Club in 1992.

In a brief interview, he reminisced over 
the good old days when he would come to the 
Club almost every day, after work, for a couple 
of drinks especially at the Smugglers’ Inn 
and engage in friendly banter with the senior 
members about RKC’s history and Malaysian 
politics. Jacob was also active in the Club’s sports 
scene where he actively took part in games like 
volleyball, basketball, tennis and the hash runs. 
This was his idea of relaxation after work.

Prior to becoming a General Committee (GC) 
member, Jacob was the volleyball captain for four 
years and served as a sub-committee member of 
the Staff and Hash portfolios.

The camaraderie and clubbing spirit that he 
enjoyed in the earlier years, coupled with his 
philosophy of “service above self ” prompted him 
to become a GC member as well as a RKC Life 
Member in 2009. For the record, Jacob will be 
serving his 10th year as a GC member this year.

Jacob truly enjoys his voluntary contribution 
to the Club. As he says, “My service to the Club is 
not based on personal gain but solely in the interest 
of the society and members”. His commitment 
to public service is reflected by his service as 
the president of the Bandar Botanic Residents’ 
Association and being a committee member 
of the Malaysia Crime Prevention Foundation’s 
Klang Utara branch. For Jacob all these civic 
responsibilities are his way of giving back to society 
and being a role model for the next generation.

During his decade-long stint as a GC 
member, Jacob has served in various portfolios 
including the Swimming, Constitution and Bye- 
Laws, Land and Building and Publications.

Jacob remembers vividly when he was first 
tasked with the swimming portfolio in his first 
year as a GC member. Despite being a non-
swimmer and having no knowledge of the 
swimming culture and the many accolades the 
Club had achieved for swimming as a result of the 
contributions of the late RKC president Mr Peter 
Tan, Jacob persevered. A disciplined and level-
headed personality, Jacob with the help of his 
dedicated swimming sub-committee members 
managed the swimming portfolio credibly well.

Jacob found managing the publications 
portfolio to be equally challenging. As the 
chairman of the sub-committee, he had to strive 
to balance the contents of the Club’s publications 
since it was in essence an archival record of its 
long and proud history as one of the country’s 
premier social and recreational Clubs. He feels he 
had contributed the most when helming the Staff 
and Publications portfolios.

Jacob says he enjoys working with the current 
GC members led by Dato’ Ang Ben Kiong. He 
aspires to continue serving the Club after his 
retirement to contribute positively to the future 
development of RKC.

Jacob shares this piece of advice for new 
incoming GC members:

1. To have a knowledge of the Club’s history 
and culture;

2. To be passionate in serving the Club; and

3. When serving, consider members as their 
priority.                 

                        rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com

LOVE 
TO 
SERVE

Interview with Jacob Mathews, 
currently longest serving General 
Committee member
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.

caused by global warming have left millions of 
people impoverished and homeless.

Not just human habitats but also those 
of other species will be at risk. Jungle leaves 
become less nutritious for the animals that 
feed on them as they accumulate more fibre 
and less protein.

We cannot save the environment without 
safeguarding our precious water resources and 
already there are large areas on Earth facing 
prolonged droughts and water crisis. We may 
well have to get used to the idea of rationing 
water use and decide carefully on how much 
of the precious resource we need to use for 
washing cars and watering plants.

Choosing to conserve water may have a 
significant impact on the overall goal of saving 
the environment. We can make a start by 
looking into rainwater harvesting and using low 
water pressure to wash clothes and dishes and 
generally considering more pragmatic ways of 
conserving our water supply through repairing 
old pipes and preventing water leakages.

The World Health Organisation is now 
encouraging more people to use reusable bags 
while shopping to save the environment from 
the menace of plastic bags and also promoting a 
campaign to get more people to stop using plastic 
straws which are an environmental threat.

D
UE to global warming 
and climate change, our 
planet and its oceans, 
lakes, rivers, flora and 

fauna and environment are at risk.

These pose an existential risk to not just 
the human race but all species that call the 
Earth our home.

The threat posed by global warming and 
the melting of the glacial artic polar caps may 
see sea levels rise drastically and poses a dire 
threat to low-lying coastal settlements and 
littoral states. It is an environmental issue that 
should be everyone’s concern.

Global warming is exacerbated by human 
activities that produce greenhouse gases that 
accumulate in the atmosphere and the Artic 
is one of the worst places affected by global 
warming. Already more than one million 
species have become extinct due to the 
catastrophic effects of global warming.

The Montana Glacier National Park has 
only 25 glaciers instead of the 150 that were 
present there in 1910. That’s how bad the 
problem of global warming has become.

It must be realised that human activities 
release around 37 billion tonnes of carbon 
dioxide per year. With every degree rise in global 
temperatures, lightning strikes will increase by 
at least 12 per cent. Several natural disasters 
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Recycling is another important way that 
we can save the environment. Waste needs to 
be sorted out into different categories such as 
aluminium cans, glass, plastic and cardboards. 
If we can’t reduce consumption or find a way to 
reuse a product, recycling is a better choice than 
simply throwing such litter into the trash bin.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based 
Industries and the public have to work together 
to save the environment by planting more trees 
which act as a carbon sink and help reduce the 
emissions of carbon dioxide and other toxic 
chemicals into the atmosphere.

More schools and government departments 
should encourage tree-planting activities when 
they launch a project or officiate an event. 
Trees play an essential role in keeping the air 
clean by a process called photosynthesis. It 
releases more oxygen into the air and the more 
trees we have the better the quality of our air, 
particularly with the prevalence of the haze and 
transboundary smoke effects.

This entails having a concerted  effort 
against the illegal clearing of forests and 
curbing deforestation. Our precious rainforests 
will be gone if we continue to allow rampant 
clearing and logging of forests that translate 
to wiping out millions of trees. The authorities 
need to halt the export and production of 
wood-based products if need be to preserve 
our disappearing forests and green lungs.

Environmental pollution from fossil 
fuels and the massive number of cars on 
our highways also need to be looked into 
if we want to safeguard our planet. More 
coordinated action needs to be taken to 
stop open burning and banning smoking at 
shopping malls, restaurants and government 
buildings. It is the responsibility of all of us to 
make a conscious commitment to preserve and 
protect our environment from pollution.  

The private sector should also get 
involved and promote the green cause 
by encouraging a cleaner environment 
and promoting recycling as a way of life. 
The greater the demand for recycled 
products, the more these companies will be 
encouraged to add recycled materials into 
their products.

With greater awareness and civic 
consciousness we and future generations 
can ensure our planet is able to reverse the 
environmental harm that we have done to 
Mother Earth.

           rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com

(Edited by the editorial team)
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T
HE Royal Klang Club (RKC) 
was officially listed as a 
heritage building and has 
welcomed many visitors. 

It is part of the initiative by 
Tourism Selangor  to promote the 
rich history of the state and the 
historically significant buildings 
in the royal town.

The Social & Entertainment Committee (S&E) 
kicked off the events for 2019 with an inaugural 
heritage walk exclusively for members of the Club 
on the morning of March 17, this year.

Thirty members, including RKC 
President Dato’ Ang Ben Kiong, Vice-
President Mr. K. Hothiyakumar and the S&E 
Committee Chairman Mr Serjeet Singh and 
his sub-committee joined other members of 
the Club for the walk, which began in a loop 
from Gedung Raja Abdullah. 

Members had exclusive views and were 
provided a brief history of the various historical 
buildings along the trail,  including Istana Alam 

Shah, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Klang 
Convent School and Jalan Tengku Kelana 
(Klang’s Little India). 

The heritage walk ended at RKC by noon, 
and members were treated to lunch at the 
Club before calling it a day. Judging from 
the eagerness and participation from the 
members, the S&E Committee hopes that 
this will be an annual event of the Club, with 
increased participation from members. 

The Club records its appreciation to Tourism 
Selangor for assisting the Club in organising 
the RKC Heritage walk 2019. Those interested 
to take part in the Klang Heritage Walk 
may contact Tourism Selangor via email at 
product@tourismselangor.my for details. 

             rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com

ROYAL 
KLANG 

CLUB 
PROMOTES 
HERITAGE WALK

BY: MS. R. PRAVINA NAIR
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T
HE past year has been 
quite a busy year for the 
Royal Klang Club’s gym. 
There has been some 

major upgrading works, with 
investment in new equipment, 
new layout and some new 
activities for the members. 

There has been significant investment in gym 
equipment, a new multi-station, cross trainer 
and upright bicycle to name a few. With the 
help of the Club's staff, a new gym layout was 
introduced for the members early this year. 

Last year was also a new beginning for the 
Gym Championship Challenge. The new Gym 
Captain Hozefa Fakhrudeen, introduced the 
first ever Gym “Royal Kross Fit Challenge” for 
gym enthusiasts. There were six challenges for 
both men and women. Each participant had 90 
seconds to complete each challenge. There were 
some  tears and a lot of sweat, but in the end it 
was all smiles, as all the participants tested their 
strength and endurance in the competition

Mr Teh Swee Heng, the Champion of 
the Royal Kross Fit Challenge 2018, gave a 

strong and consistent performance to win the 
championship. He shared that the championship 
provided him the opportunity to test his 
strength and challenge himself. Although he 
initially thought that the challenges were too 
tough, he realised that it was achievable with 
focus and consistency. Mr Teh applauded the 
efforts of the organisers in holding events like 
this as it encourages members to patronise the 
gym regularly. 

Throughout 2018 – 2019, the gym has been 
regularly patronised by a mix of young and new 
members. There has also been  an increase in 
new faces in the gym, a sure sign of acceptance 
by members to support the initiative introduced 
by the Club to upgrade the facilities. 

The Royal Klang Club gym will continue 
to embark on new social events and 
championships, to keep the members on their 
toes and the sweat dripping. 

Let us enjoy the facilities, continue the heart 
pumping, work out responsibly and, most 
importantly, have fun while keeping outselves fit!

     rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com

GYM 
FACELIFT 
AT RKC
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F
ORMER Royal Klang Club 
(RKC) member of the early 
60’s Mike Cartledge shares 
his fond recollections of 

RKC and the vast changes in the 
country he then knew as Malaya.

Fifty-five years ago, it was the chance to 
play rugby that drew me to Klang Club (as it 
was then known).

In March this year, drawn by nostalgia, I 
re-visited the Club with my daughter who had 
been born in Malaysia at the Assunta hospital 
in Petaling Jaya.

Back then, we were a motley crew of shipping 
agents, armed forces personnel, a lawyer and 
police as well as the ubiquitous rubber planters 
and tin miners, and not only that but from 
all communities and with a wide variety of 
footballing skills ranging from international 
trialists to those who might have struggled to 
make the fourth team.  But what a team.

(A motley crew is also the model for most 
sports fiction, in which the opposing and 
antagonistic team that is ultimately defeated is 
also much more organised and coherent).

The Club had a wonderful community 
atmosphere and provided a counter-balance, 
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 Mike Cartledge (standing fifth from left) with the then Klang Club rugby team. Mike vaguely 
remembers all the names of his squad. With him (standing left to right) are A. Wahid, I. 
Garfoot, Peter Shore, J, Harrison, D, Dwyer and  D. Robertson.  Seated (left to right) are Ronnie 
Thompson, Ritchie Wood and  David Sawyer (captain). Seated on the floor (left) is G. Mellis. 

Mike Cartledge offers his apologies for not remembering the names of the rest of his team.

REMINISCING WITH 
MIKE CARTLEDGE



in our case, to the more solitary life of a 
mining property compound. At the time the 
1965-66 season photograph was taken, we 
lived at Ayer Hitam, a dredging property near 
Puchong, south of Kuala Lumpur, and later at 
the opencast mine at Sungei Besi, also en-route 
from KL to Klang.

Klang Club had a reputation of being less 
stuffy than our arch rivals Royal Selangor 
Club.  It was always a needle match with them 
as our opponents, and so good when we beat 
them.  The 'Straits Times' reported: ”Although 
Klang Club led by a try to nil by the 15th 
minute of their rugby match against Selangor 
Club on the padang, they had by no means 
established a superiority which suggested 
they would repeat the victory they had scored 
earlier in the season.”  

We lost that game 18-6 so it was one game 
all in the 1964-65 season, apparently having 
beaten them at home. One Maori fellow 
always played in bare feet and when at his 
muddiest would extract a dazzlingly white 
handkerchief from his pocket?  Got a feeling 
he might have been from the Selangor Club?

Rugby provided an opportunity to meet 
local people – our friendship with a lively Sikh 
family began when we were playing against 
Selangor in KL.  Our friend Margaret, wife of 
rugby playing team-mate Ronnie, was playing 
hockey (chance for wives to get involved with 
sport through the Clubs) and my wife was 
dividing her time, and loyalties, between the 
two games.  Dahljeet was watching her sisters 

play and invited us to Diwali supper at their 
home; Malaysian hospitality at its most instant.

From my wife’s diary at the time, she wrote, 
“Friday January 8 1965.....so off we went to 
Klang for the RMAF match.  Marilyn, Ann & I 
later had a giggle with some of the AF players 
– matchstick tricks and making glasses sing.  
Also learned to sing ‘'Satu orang pergi potong 
lalang, satu orang sama anjing pergi potong, 
etc'.  A great way to learn to count in Malay, 
backwards of course. She also remembers 
that apple pie and ice cream was the staple 
pudding on match nights, preceded by fish, 
crabs or prawns, always fresh because we 
lived so close to the sea.

During our visit this year we lunched in 
the Club's The Lagoon restaurant in spite of 
my membership long having lapsed.  When 
we arrived, we were welcomed by one of the 
members who had just finished his game of 
squash and then by Pravina, the Assistant 
General Manager and her colleagues who 
showed us the vastly expanded facilities.  Alas, 
apparently no rugby team any more!

When I arrived in Malaysia in 1964, having 
spent one luxurious night in the Majestic 
Hotel in KL, I was posted to the Tronoh 
Mines dredging property in the Kinta valley 
near Kampar. Tanjong Tualang No.5 dredge at 
Batu Gajah is now the only relic of those days, 
preserved and open to the public. 

 Our recent visit was enriched by a long 
conversation with Mr Foo Fow Nge, himself 
a dredge-master from those days, who now 
oversees the dredge TT5.  As a young man, I 
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Jalan San Ah Wing with the Petronas Towers in 
the background



cycled to and from the dredge, crossing the river 
with my bicycle on a ferry using a rope that used 
the river’s flow to power itself across.  My shifts 
on the dredge were hot and humid of course 
but relieved by sleep in an air-conditioned, 
windowless shed when not working.

Soon I moved to KL. Our bungalow in Jalan 
San Ah Wing still stands defiantly in its leafy 
surroundings but now of course with a backdrop 
of the Petronas Towers and some major 
construction works behind.

For a short time, I was based at the Associated 
Mines Head Office in the centre of KL in the 
Mercantile Bank building which, at that time, 
with its eight floors, was among the tallest 
buildings in the town. How times have changed!

We couldn’t find the Ayer Hitam dredging 
property but thought we were pretty close 
to where it once was.  I was assistant dredge-
master on what was at the time the largest 
dredge in Malaysia: 9,000 tonnes, 900 feet long 
and digging 150 feet down in the tin rich ground 
south of KL, making it twice the tonnage of TT5.  

It operated 24 hours a day, and at night 
we used to wake up if the dredge stopped 
making its screeching and groaning sound as 
the bucket band strained over the top tumbler, 
knowing something was amiss.

 Sungei Besi was a huge opencast mine and 
is now a magnificent lake surrounded by a golf 
course, with a smart hotel near the race course 
and a gated community which includes the 
PM’s residence we heard.  Back then, German-
made LMG bucket wheel excavators and 
Scottish Mavor and Coulson conveyors dug and 
transported thousands of tonnes of sand tailings  
as we pumped the tin-bearing ground in a slurry. 
It’s much more beautiful now, even during a 
torrential rain storm.

We lived in Malaysia for only one 3-year 
tour in our early twenties, but our involvement 
with the Club was an important part of an 
exciting experience. Klang Club gave us the 
opportunity to make friends beyond the 
confines of the Company and was a focal part 
of our social life during that period.  Long may 
it continue to flourish.  

            rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com

Mike Cartledge visited 
the Club in March this 
year with his daughter, 
Louise Cartledge.  He 
shared this article via 
email to our editor.
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Mike Cartledge and TT5 dredge 

Sungei Besi



Retired staff Augustus Lee receiving a memento from RKC President, Dato' Ang Ben Kiong.

I
N a gesture of good faith by 
the General Committee  and 
members, Royal Klang Club 
(RKC) organised a retreat 

for the staff at the Tadom Hill 
Resort on May 1st, 2019. 

Tadom Hill Resort, which boasts 40 acres 
of limestones hills, lakes and trees, with many 
exciting features and activities, was the perfect 
setting for the staff to unwind.

We started our day with a sumptuous hi-
tea, followed by some leisure time to socialise 
and enjoy the many facilities. 

By 7pm, all staff gathered at the bamboo 
dining hut for a briefing session on the 
implementation of Key Performance Index 
(KPI), followed by a farewell ceremony of RKC’s 
oldest staff, Mr Augustus Lee, who decided to 
turn in his badge after 50 years of loyal service 
and dedication with RKC. The staff then sang, 
danced and partied the night away.

Everyone gathered for the aerobics session 
the next morning, followed by an Explorace-
like team building event, which was organised 
to improve communication and to keep the staff 
motivated for another exciting year at RKC. 

The finale of the retreat was a splendid 
seafood lunch where the Administration 
sub-committee and the General Committee 
members joined the staff team at a seafood 
restaurant in Pandamaran.

The staff expressed  their sincere appreciation 
to all members of RKC in giving them the much 
needed "time-off " and are now ready for service!

                       rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com
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ROYAL KLANG CLUB 
ORGANISES STAFF RETREAT 

BY: MS. R. PRAVINA NAIR



R O Y A L  K L A N G  C L U B30



RKC HAPPENINGS

World Cup Fever 2018

Raja Muda Perlis Visit 2018

St. John's Visit 2018

New Year Eve Party 2018

Breaking of Fast 2019

GC Nite 2018 R O Y A L  K L A N G  C L U B 31
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SOCIAL problems among 
the young are becoming 
increasingly common these 

days. They encounter many 
problems at home, in school, 
among their friends and even 
have issues with their parents as 
well as teachers, to name just a 
few.

There are many ways to handle these 
problems although it may be difficult initially 
to cope with them or perhaps even seem 
impossible to solve all the problems and issues 
that the younger generation face.

Fortunately many non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) have taken a deep 
interest in tackling the social problems faced 
by our youth. It shows that we Malaysians are a 
caring society and these NGOs can help reach 
out to the troubled teenagers and youths.

The Minister of Youth and Sports YB 
Syed Saadiq Abdul Rahman has looked into 
the issues and problems faced by youths 
today with the aim of helping the younger 
generation cope with the challenges and 
offering assistance where possible.

The government is eager to reach out to 
the younger generation and help transform 
them to tap their potential.

Many teenagers and youths have problems 
with drugs and as a result are inextricably 
involved with crime and violence. They 
need to be counselled and given proper 
rehabilitation treatment to help them kick 
their habit and transform themselves into 
productive citizens.

There are also those who are negatively 
influenced by their peers or social media and 
there is no perceived social support for them. 
These troubled youths are reluctant to seek 
help from the society and inevitably become 
school drop-outs, get involved in crimes such 
as snatch thefts and become a bane to society.

Despite being supported by their families, 
some don’t like to be advised. However there 
are a handful who like to share their problems 
with others. They eventually overcome their 
problems early with effective intervention and 
assistance by family or friends.

There are also different social problems 
apart from drugs and violence. For instance, 

TEENAGERS:  
WE NEED HELP   



R O Y A L  K L A N G  C L U B 33

there are those who face physical, mental 
and sexual abuse at work, school and even 
at home. There are also cases of bullying in 
schools and colleges.

Those unable to cope with the pressure, 
torture and intimidation may resort to end 
their lives. Instead of seeking help promptly, 
they attempt to fight back and fail to overcome 
the problems faced. In such cases, the NGOs 
can play an effective role by reaching out to 
these troubled and abused victims.

Parental abuse or neglect will also trigger 
social problems among youth as they have 
no one to lean on for support.  Without the 
emotional support of their families, their 
sense of neglect and frustration may compel 
them to turn to other avenues like crime.

Despite much publicity in the media and 
newspapers about bullying cases in schools, the 
menace has continued. The Education Ministry 
has warned that stern action will be taken 
against those involved in bullying but despite 
these reminders the menace continues with 
students being extorted of their pocket money.

The school bullies prey on the meek and by 
not informing the school authorities or their 
parents, the victims face mental anguish and 
pressure and may even resort to suicide as a 
way out of their dilemma. In the long run such 
victims may themselves become misfits in 
society due to the oppression they faced at the 
hands of these bullies.

It is hoped the government and NGOs will 
work together to reach out and help these 
troubled teenagers and youths to ensure we 
put a stop to the vicious cycle of hatred and 
violence and enable all to lead productive lives.

Those who are aware of such cases should 
contact the anti-bullying hotline or talian 
aduan disiplin at 1800 88 4774 or email 
adudisiplin@moe.gov.my. You may also call 
the 15999 childline  to report such cases.

              rkcmagazine2019@gmail.com
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RKC SPORTS SOCIAL & 
CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS
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Pool              

Basketball & Sepak Takraw      

Gaming        

Golf           

Football

Cricket        

              Netball        

     Children Gala

Darts             
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Volleyball          

Gym Kross Fit Challenge Aerobics             

Billiards             Horrors Run          

Hockey Badminton             

 Squash      Table Tennis     



Champion : 
VINCENT PILLAI 
1st Runner Up : 
EVA LIM
2nd Runner Up: 
CHONG YEH CHING

Karaoke 
Championship 
2018
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Tel: +603 3374 7761  Fax: +603 3374 7762.

website: www.sunvalley.com.my
(920409-W)

Fruit Drink 
Concentrate



MEMBERS INDUCTED 
ON THURSDAY, 
14TH SEPTEMBER 2017
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1 A-93 Mr. Anbaharan Nagappan

2 A-94 Mr. Ang Wei Loong 

3 A-95 Mr. Ang Lin Yang 

4 D-27 Mr. Daniel Manickam 

5 G-105 Mr. Gan Soon Leng 

6 H-66 Mr. Bryan Ho Chien Chern

7 J-36 Mr. Jaganathan Jayraman 

8 K-32 Dr. Kok Hing Cheong 

9 K-183 Mr. Kajendran Doraisamy

10 K-184 Mr. Koh Shoul Buey 

11 L-13 Mr. Lee Poh Seng 

12 L-570 Mr. Lee Ee Chai 

13 L-571 Mr. Lim Kok Heng 

14 L-576 Mr. Adrian Lim See Chong 

15 L-577 Mr. Lian Eng Chye

16 L-578 Mr. Lee Chee Seng 

17 L-579 Mr. Letchumanakumar Subharayan 

18 M-120 Mr. Mohan Ramakrishnan

19 N-221 Mr. Nahendran Muthiah

20 N-222 Mr. Nadarajan Perumal

21 N-223 Mr. Ng Eng Shi 

22 N-224 Mr. Nagarajah Sinniah

23 O-71 Mr. Ong Chee Han 

24 P-93 Mr. Punithan Moganathas

25 R-58 Mr. Ravin Mohanadas

26 R-64 Mr. Richard Eric Gomez 

27 R-65 Mr. Rajeswaran Thirupathy

28 R-66 Mr. Ramesh Bala Raman 

29 R-69 Mr. Rajendran Naicker 

30 S-30 Mr. Subramaniam Karuppiah

31 S-274 Mr. Victor Seah Yong Seng

32 T-435 Mr. Tong Chee Meng 

33 T-437 Mr. Tan Keng Cheng

34 T-438 Mr. Brandon Tan Chee Hean 

35 T-440 Mr. Thomas P. Thomas

36 T-441 Mr. Tan Tiong Kiat 

37 T-443 Mr. Tan Han Wei

38 Y-135 Mr. Yong Wee Liat 



MEMBERS INDUCTED 
ON THURSDAY, 
20TH SEPTEMBER 2018

1 A-97 Mr. Ananda Krishnan 

2 C-341 Mr. Chear Chie Chung 

3 D-28 Mr. Daniel Fernandez 

4 K-185 Mr. Keerthi Thandapani

5 K-186 Mr. Khoo Yeow 

6 K-187 Mr. Kam Booi Keong 

7 L-575 Mr. Lee Chin Yok 

8 L-581 Mr. Lim Tee Jern 

9 L-582 Mr. Lim Tong Hua 

10 L-585 Mr. Lim Boon Keong 

11 L-586 Mr. Law Boon Meng

12 L-587 Mr. Lai Jia Qi

13 L-588 Mr. Lam Kim Heng

14 L-589 Mr. Lee Chin Cheok 

15 M-123 Mr. Mudiarasu Subharayan 

16 M-124 Mr. Mok Soon Chet

17 M-125 Mr. Mejar Singh 

18 M-126 Mr. Manivannan Meyyappa

19 N-225 Mr. Ng Tek Guant 

20 O-73 Mr. Ong Eng Chee

21 P-94 Mr. Prems Sandhiran

22 R-67 Mr. Ravin Vickneswaran

23 S-28 Mr. So Ah Ann 

24 S-271 Mr. Sivaruban Sivapragesam 

25 S-279 Mr. Savundrapandian Shanmugam

26 S-280 Dr. Saravanan Ramachandran 

27 S-282 Mr. Selvaraj Maruthi

28 S-284 Mr. Saravana Prabakhar Veerasamy

29 S-285 Mr. Somasundaram Athappan

30 S-286 Mr. Subramanian Somasundaram

31 T-444 Mr. Teh Han Jien

32 T-445 Mr. Tan Kong Seong

33 T-446 Mr. Tan Chin Loo

34 T-448 Mr. Thurasamy Raman

35 V-31 Mr. Vinosh Sinnappu 

36 V-34 Dr. Venugopalan Balan

37 W-69 Mr. Wasudevan Pattu
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No. 1, Jalan Hang Tuah 2, Taman Salak Selatan,
Off Jalan Sungai Besi, 57100 Kuala Lumpur.

Email: greenkingdom.solution@gmail.com

Tel/Fax : 603 -79721782 / 017-3900324

Products We Deal
 Copper  Brass  Stainless Steel  Steel  Tungsten

 Aluminum  Plastics  Paper  E-waste
 Used Fabrics  Used Cooking Oil  Polystrene  Styrofoam

Waste Management
 Scrap metal collection and machineries trading
 Factory demolition
 Consultancy of schedule and non-schedule waste

Environmental Management
 Green building index consultancy and training
 Energy management consultancy and application
 Sustainability report creation
 Circular economy consultancy and application

Engineering Services
 Painting & Water Proofing
 Electrical works, CCTV & Alarm
 Solar Panel Installation & Maintenance

Logistics Services
 Lorry rental
 Forklift rental
 Roro bin rental

GKS

GREEN KINGDOM
SOLUTION SDN. BHD.

1201911-M

Your One Stop Solution Provider




